
A CALL TO LEARN THE GOSPEL 
There is an urgent need for us to learn and become rooted in the foundational truths of the 

Gospel. Now what is the gospel? 

 

The gospel is God’s Message of Good News concerning his Son Jesus: who he is, 

what he has done, what he is doing and the future that he will bring. 

 

And there is an urgent need for us to understand and become rooted in that message 

concerning Jesus. 

 

Many people – maybe some of you – have spent years attending Christian Sunday services 

and have a lot of data but little understanding of what it means to be a Christian or how to 

live as one. These people are often lost because they are uninformed but also because they 

have too much data. Did you realize that you can be uninformed and have too much data 

at the same time? All of us who have done a Google search know that this is true. Having 

tons of information does not mean that you understand it. And that’s what we have filling 

our church buildings these days; loads of people who are overeducated and under-informed. 

 

Many more people have little or no background among Christians and do not know even the 

most basic truths of God’s Message. They also do not know what it means to be a Christian 

or how to live as one. Often they are misinformed and have too little data. 

 

So, we have a lot of people who are clueless because they are uninformed and have too 

much data, and we have even more people who are lost because they are misinformed and 

have too little data.  

 

Either way, the solution is the same: we need to learn and become rooted in the basic 

truths of God’s Message concerning his Son, Jesus the Messiah. And then we need to turn 

around and help others learn and become rooted in the Message of Jesus. 

GOSPEL SHAPED IDENTITY AND LIFE 
Now for those of us who are believers, the gospel answers two fundamental questions: 

1. Who are we? 

2. How are we to live? 

 

1. Who are we?  

 

We are the people who belong to God because we belong to his Son Jesus.  

 

And that’s why in our visual we start by drawing this circle and writing “Lord Jesus Christ” in 

it. We are the people who belong to him. He is at the very center of our lives and our 

fellowship; he’s the bulls-eye, he is our focus. 

 

Also, because we are “in” him. We have become part of his flock (Acts 20.28). He is our 

shepherd and we belong to him and follow him as such. So as Romans 5.1 says: “We have 

peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Who are we? 

 

We are the people who belong to God because we belong to his Son Jesus. 

 



2. How are we to live as God’s people? 

Now that we belong to Jesus, he has connected us in three important ways. In three ways 

that we were not connected – in fact, in three ways that we were disconnected before we 

belonged to Jesus: 

1. Father – We don’t just belong to God, we are his children! And that is why, when we 

pray, we do not start “O Exalted Being, Divine Ruler over All Creation, please take a 

moment to hear the prayer of a small and insignificant human like me…” Instead, 

Jesus taught his followers to pray like this: 

 “Our Father in Heaven, may your name be honored! May your kingdom come 

and your will be done on this earth just as it is done in heaven. 

“Father, give us the things we need for this day, and forgive us for our mistakes 

and the ways that we have acted against you, just as we forgive others when 

they make mistakes and act against us. 

“Watch over us and help us to not wander into temptation Father, and keep us 

safe from those who would do us harm. For the kingdom belongs to you, and the 

power belongs to you and the glory belongs to you. Amen.”  

Jesus has made us God’s children! (Jn 1.12-13; Gal 3.27, 4.6) We need to grow in 

our relationship with God as his children. 

2. Family – Not only did we gain a spiritual Father because we belong to Jesus, we also 

became part of a spiritual family (Gal 6.10). The word often used to describe this 

family in the Bible is church. So when Jesus said that he would build his church (Mt 

16.18), he was saying that he would build the family of God. We need to grow in our 

connection with other believers, and in a moment I’m going to give you three things 

you do right away to get started! 

 

3. Fields – the family business of fishing for men. The first thing Jesus said to his 

disciples was “Follow me and I will make you fishers of men.” The last thing he said 

to them was “Go and make disciples of all nations.” Because you belong to Jesus, 

you’re no longer unemployed in God’s work. There’s a job he wants you to do. He 

wants you to work in the family business. We need to grow as workers in the family 

business. We’ll talk more about this in the coming weeks. 

GROWING IN THE FAMILY 

1. Stop confusing what happens for 2 hours on Sunday morning with church. 

Remember, the church is the family of believers. Church is not an event and it’s not 

a place. Church does not have a start and finish time. You can’t go to church. 

Instead of focusing on finding the perfect Sunday service to commit to, find an 

imperfect family of believers and commit yourself to them! 

2. Once you find that family, gather with them as often as possible. You don’t have to 

wait for an official event on Sunday or Tuesday night for that matter (Hebrews 

10.24-25). We need to gather as often as possible to spur each other on in our faith 

and to encourage one another to good deeds. 

3. Find an older believer, father (or mother) figure, and ask them to mentor and 

disciple you in your faith. Or, find an older sister or brother in the faith and ask 

them. Take the initiative; don’t wait for them to approach you! (John 2) 


